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Accomplishments  

 
Awarded the National Math & Science Initiative Grant  -2016-17 

 

Received the Association of Defense Communities Excellence Award for 

Collaboration  -2015 

 

Vernon Parish School District performed 8 th in the state out of 71 districts.  -2015 

 

Awarded The AdvancED Accreditation for Quality School Systems  -2015 

 

Received the Military Child Education Coalition Pete Taylor Partnership of 

Excellence Award  -2014 

 

Received the College Board 5 th Annual AP Honor Roll Award  -2015 

 

Recip ient of a $1.5 million  5-year  grant from the Department of Defense 

Education Activity to advance academic achievement in mathematics and in 

social well -being. -2015 

 

The U.S. Department of Education National Blue Ribbon School Award Recipient: 

Rosepine High School  -2014-15 
 

Finalist 2014-15: 

West Leesville Elementary  

 
Nominee 2015 -16: 

Anacoco High School  

 

    Nationa l Distinguished Principal Award &  

      Louisiana State Principal of the Year  - 2016 

      Mrs. Carolyn Bosley  

 -Principal of Rosepine Elementary School  Mrs. Carolyn Bosley , Principal of 

Rosepine Elementary School  
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For many years Vernon Parish School District has  required each 

professional staff member to complete a professional growth plan. This plan 

is intended to make sure that employees are updated on curriculum 

changes and the latest research in education. Most of this professional 

development is provided by grant monies, by central office staff, or 

contracted consultants.  

Professional growth decisions are driven by classroom observation as 

documented through the stateõs educator support and evaluation system.  

This system is designed to provide all educators  with regular, meaningful 

feedback on their performance. Every teacher and school leader in each 

public school is evaluated annually using a four -tiered rating ð Highly 

Effective, Effective: Proficient, Effective: Emerging, and Ineffective. Half of 

the eva luation is based on achievement of student learning targets and the 

other half is based on observations by a supervisor using a standard set of 

criteria.  

 

 

 

  

Academics & Quality Education  

Goal 1:  Improve learning for all students in Vernon Parish Schools  

Vernon Parish teachers and administrators attended 

the fourth annual Louisiana Teacher Leader Summit 

on June 1 -3, 2016. The State Superintendent John 

White opened the event praising recent increas es in 

reading levels, ACT scores, and high school 

graduation rates. Teachers had the opportunity to 

choose from 250 professional development sessions.  

These sessions consisted of a series of tools that 

schools and teachers could use to improve student 

ach ievement.  Teacher leaders will develop and 

conduct training for teachers at their school sites and 

utilize the resources provided by the Louisiana 

Department of Education Teacher Toolbox.   

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/family -

support -toolbox   

 In addition, Vernon Parish teachers are participating 

in summer training. These summer trainings are to 

support the implementation of the Louisiana Student 

Standards.  Tea chers are developing instructional 

lessons for the 2016 -17 school year  that will  increase 

studentsõ thinking skills.  

 

Increasing  Student Achievement  

Academics & Quality Education  

Recruiting, Supporting & Retaining High Quality Staff  

Vernon Parish teac hers participating 

in a writerõs workshop, Summer 2016 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/family-support-toolbox
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/family-support-toolbox
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The Vernon Parish School D istrict prides itself on providing a high -quality rigorous 

education that prepares all students to take on the challenges of life, leadership, 

college or career. Vernon Parish has a long -standing tradition of academic 

excellence that is rich in learning  op portunities available to all students such as:  

 

Jump Start  
The Jump Start program provides all high school students with the opportunity to 

choose from 47 career pathways that enable them to specialize in a career / 

technical field of their choice that can lead to a high demand / high wage job.  

While pursuing the  JUMP START Career diploma pathway, students earn industry -

based credentials that demonstrate their proficiency in a particular career field.  

Vernon Parish is continuously expanding the number of career pathways available 

to all  students.  

Each school has  a set of pathways that are being offered at their school based on 

teacher credentials and student needs.  As a district, career pathways that are 

being offered include Business Management, Carpenter/Carpenter Helper, 

Certified Nursing Assistant, Hospitali ty Tourism, Culinary Retail, ProStart, Public 

Service, Welder/Welder Helper, and Workplace Safety.  Through these pathways, 

students can earn nationally recognized credentials in NCCER welding, carpentry 

and core; MOS, FEMA, C4M, Serve Safe, Customer Servi ce, and CNA.  As students 

graduate, they can choose to enter the workforce or continue on with higher 

credentials at a technical college.  

 

 

Providing Opportunities for Students to Excel  

23 

8 

100% 
Dual 

Enrollment  
Courses  

AP 
Courses  

High 
Schools 

Participate  

Honors Courses  
Honors courses are more intense and faster paced than typical  college 

preparatory classes.  Many colleges and universities use student 

performance in college preparatory classes as an important factor in 

admission decisions.  For this reason, Vernon Parish High Schools offer 

honors courses to those students who want  an extra challenge in 

preparation for college.  

  

Dual Enrollment Courses  
Vernon Parish has a well -established dual enrollment partnership with 

Northwestern State University. This program offers simultaneous 

enrollment at both high school and college in wh ich a student receives 

credit on both transcripts for the same course.  Students must meet the 

GPA and ACT requirements to be eligible to participate.  

 

Advanced Placement Courses  
Students in grades 9 ð 12 are eligible to enroll in AP courses offered in 

Vernon Parish.  Vernon Parish was recently awarded a grant from the 

National Math Science Institute, which will allow for increased AP 

course offerings and will also be used to provi de pre -AP training to 

instructors who will provide these courses.  Also, Vernon Parish will offer 

AP Computer Science beginning in the 2016 ð17 academic school 

year.  
 

 

 

High 
Schools 

Participate  

48% 

26 
Honors  
Courses  

High 

Schools 
Participate  

38% 
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Provid ing Services to At 
Risk Students  

 

  

Preschool children in Vernon Parish are provided multiple 

preschool options.  At risk students, those defined as 

qualified for free and reduced lunches, are provided 

preschool opportunities at no cost.  Other students are also 

given opportunities,  as possible.  Parents and guardians of 

all preschool children are encouraged to enroll their 

children in one of the available programs.  

 

Through the Early Childhood Lead Agency program, 

preschool opportunities are available through the Vernon 

Parish Head Start and LA4, as well as three participating 

child care centers.  
 
A coordinated enrollment plan is in place through the Lead 

Agency Network to locate and reach eligible preschoolers.  

A common application process increases ease of access for 

families.  

All  program partners utilize the Birth to Five Early Learning 

and Development Standards and Teaching Strategies Gold 

student portfolio assessments. Coordinated planning of 

instruction and CLASS observations, professional 

development, and scheduling promote in tegrated efforts.  

The network leadership team meets monthly to plan for the 

Professional Learning Community meeting which is  also held 

monthly  and includes all program partners.  Also, a 

partnership between the Lead Agency and Fort Polk Early 

Childhood pro grams has shared professional development 

opportunities and provided assistance in the Installation 

Management Command Inspection Team. 

A district transition plan is in place for preschoolers as they 

enter kindergarten. Early registration for kindergarten,  

orientation, and visits by students and families to 

kindergarten classes promote a smooth transition into the 

school setting.   

 

Offering High -Quality Early 
Childhood Education  

The Vernon Parish School System provides services to meet the 

needs of students with exceptionalities. Educational 

opportunities are provided for students ages 3 -21 at schools 

throughout the district. Services include, but are not limited to, 

gifted, talented, speech, O ccupational Therap y, Physical 

Therapy , health care, and counseling.  

Vernon Parish School District (VPSD) assures that a Free 

Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) is available to all children 

with disabilities residing within the jurisdiction of Vernon Parish. 

VPSD assures that all procedures for the development and 

implementation of the Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

process are followed.  

Special Education services  are  offered in a variety of settings to 

include: Inclusion, Resource Room and Self -Contained Class. 

Para-Units are also available for students with more significant 

cognitive disabilities.  

The Director of Special Education is responsible for the general 

supervision of identification, location and evaluation of 

activities/services for students who are disable d and for the 

provision of FAPE to students with disabilities within the 

jurisdiction of Vernon Parish School District.   

Programs are offered for students with the following 

exceptionalities:  

o Autism  

o Developmental Delay  

o Specific  Learning Disability  

o Traumatic Brain Injury  

o Hearing Impairment  

o Visual Impairment  

o Deaf/Blind  

o Orthopedic Impairment  

o Intellectual Disability  

o Multiple Disability  

o Other Health Impairment  

o Emotional Disturbance  

o Gifted and Talented  

o Speech Impairment  

VPSD honors the Military Compact Agreement. Students of 

military families who transition into the school district that 

previously received special education services will receive 

comparable services to those received  in their previous 

educational setting.  
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Communication & Outreach  
Goal 2: Build communication 
and outreach between the 
Vernon Parish School District 
and stakeholders that fully 
supports parents and families.  
 

Organizing Outreach 
Activities to Engage Local 

Stakeholders  

 The Vernon Parish Chamber of 

Commerce is taking an active role in 

the Education Initiative working to 

move its schools fr om GOOD to GREAT!!  

Vernon Parish schools have provided a 

list of prioritized needs to the Chamber 

that can be disseminated and adopted 

by area businesses and citizens of 

Vernon Parish and Fort Polk.  

A Partners in Education  program has 

been established wher e businesses 

have volunteered to adopt a school in 

Vernon Parish. Each business has 

committed to providing at least $1000 

to support their adopted school.  

www.chambervernonparish.com   

 

 

School Name              Business Name  

Anacoco Elementary   Specialty Computers  

Anacoco High           Doctorõs Hospital at Deer Creek 

Vernon Community Action Council

 Brandon Veterinarian Clinic  

 

East Leesville Elementary   Sabine State Bank  

    City of Leesville  

 

Evans High   Cryerõs Sports 

 

Hicks High   Bloomers Florist  

 

Hornbeck High                                Vernon Community Action Council  

Fairway MO  

 

Leesville High  Barksdale Federal Credit Union  

Richard Karamatic  

City of Leesville  

 

Leesville Junior High   Alford Motors  

City of Leesville  

 

Pickering Elementary   GEICO Local Office  

 

Pickering High  Doctorõs Hospital at Deer Creek  

Louisiana Eye & Laser  

 

Pitkin High    Beauregard Electric  

City Savings Bank  

 

North Polk  Elementary   VFW Post 3106 

 

Parkway  Elementary   American Moving & Storage  

 

Rosepine Elementary   Soileau Specialty Meats   

 

Rosepine High    CLECO 

 

Simpson High    Cooley & Thorton Accounting   

 

Vernon Middle    Pleasant Hill Baptist  Church  

City of Leesville  

 

West Leesville Elementary  City of Leesville  
    Navy Federal Credit Union  

Partners in Education for 

Secondary Schools  

http://www.chambervernonparish.com/
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Keeping Local Stakeholders 
Connected  

 

 

Two -way communication between schools and the community is important to the staff and faculty in Vernon 

Parish.  Vernon Parish parents can access information on their studentõs progress daily through the Parent 

Command Center that can be reached from the di strict website at www.vpsb.k12.la.us .  Progress reports are 

sent home at the mid -point of the grading period and report cards are sent home every 6 weeks.  

In an effort to ease student enrollment at Vernon Parish, a Consolidated Enrollment Packet has been 

developed. This packet is available on the Vernon Parish School District website at www.vpsb.k12.la.us .  The 

form can be downloaded and completed electronically.   

A calend ar of events and information about student opportunities are also posted on the district website.  

Continuous efforts are being made as part of the Education Initiative to improve communications.  Parents 

and community members are always encouraged to speak  up to the appropriate personnel with ideas on 

how communication can be improved.  

 

To help with dissemination of Vernon 

Parish school information , the school 

district publishes a newsletter every six 

weeks.  This newsletter includes school 

achievements and upcoming events at 

all district schools.  Future efforts include 

working to get this information 

published by local media as well.  

 

The Students:  
 

Vernon Parish has developed a parish 

wide permission form for parents to sign 

to give schools the authority to release 

names and photos for publication. This 

includes school publications, as well as 

newspapers, etc.  
 

 

Vernon Parish School Board 
Newsletter  

Promoting Communication Between Our Schools & the Community  

http://www.vpsb.k12.la.us/
http://www.vpsb.k12.la.us/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=connected++clipart&view=detailv2&&id=DFA20BEEC02F6AFFBA942534A1E6F625CBEF6B47&selectedIndex=9&ccid=uDUL1yAH&simid=608048541362751486&thid=OIP.Mb8350bd7200764b45b4c456e8c0c58d0H0
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Student Demographic  2015-16 Graduation Rates  

9,240 Students  

10% Special 

Education , including : 

-Special Needs  

-Gifted  86% 

90% 

99% 

2013-14 

2015-16 

2014-15 

Test Scores 2014-15 

3rd -8th Grade  

Assessment Index  

 (Proficient or abov e)  
 

ACT Scores 
(Composite averages)  

75% 90% 20.5 

District  

 

District  

 

State  

 

State  

 

Scholarships  

  $4.35  
Million in 

Scholarships  

Awarded in 2016  

 

19.2 19.7 

National  

 

Attendance Rate s 2014-15 

93.9% 
Overall  

Attendance  

 

94.3% -Elementary Schools  

94.7%- Middle Schools  

93.3%- High Schools  

 

Civilian 71%  

Vernon Parish S tudents  

 

Student D iversity 2015-16 

72.0%  -  White  

18.3%  -  Black  

  6.2%  -  Hispanic  

  1.6%  -  Asian  

  1.1%  -  U.S. Indian 

 

 


